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land, o£ the kind shown in Plate II, or else has many mountains whose
slopes at altitudes of a few thousand feet are relatively cool and pleasant
Little coffee is grown at altitudes of less than 2,000 feet. This is true even
in Brazil, where the great coffee region is as far from the equator as New
York is from Havana. The Brazilian coffee comes mainly from the
southeastern plateau back of Rio de Janeiro. There Sao Paulo, on the
plateau at an altitude well above 2,000 feet, is one of the most progressive
of tropical cities. Its seaport at Santos, 50 miles away, does a surprisingly
large amount of shipping for a place of its size. To get there one drives
down a road that has to wind and twist delightfully in order to reach
the face of the steep escarpment that drops sharply from the plateau to a
mere strip of young coastal plain. Or perhaps one winds still more on
a railroad which once wras one of the richest in the world because it made
so much money carrying coffee. Nearer the equator, in regions such as
Colombia, British Guiana, Ceylon, and Kenya in Central Africa, coffee
is raised at higher altitudes than in southern Brazil. It thrives best where
it experiences temperatures averaging at least as low as 605 for day and
night together.
Tea grows best with a temperature lower than the optimum for coffee.
One can be sure of this from the fact that it is one of the great crops not
only in southern China, but also as far north as southern Japan. There it
grows near sealevel. It cannot be raised at any great altitude because it
would be killed by frost. Nevertheless, it grows best in climates where
the weather sometimes is almost cold enough for frost. Accordingly in
tropical latitudes the tea plantations of regions such as Ceylon are located
high on mountain sides or plateaus.
Quinine, the great remedy for malaria, is another tropical plantation
product which grows in the cool plateaus or among the mountains. It
was formerly derived from the bark of the wild cinchona tree, which is a
native of the Andes in Peru. There it has ceased to be of importance
as a wild product and is not raised on plantations. Jbyanpw supplies
practically the whole of the world's quinine. There it is raised at high
levels, sometimes a mile above the seaT The Dutch government has
established an excellent experiment station where new varieties of cinchona
are developed, new types of legumes are raised in order to give nitrates
to the soil, and other experiments are carried on. Few places are more
delightful than such a plantation on a cool morning. The air has the
freshness of spring; the roadsides are gay with tropical flowers such as
the many-hued lantana with its balls of red and yellow; graceful Javanese
women pass by carrying baskets full of tea leaves on their heads; and
one looks away across a deep valley to blue mountains where the smoke
is rising from a volcano.

